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O0OCct ober 1, 2003

O0OChi ef , Regul ati ons and Procedures Division
OOKLAHOVALAI cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
0 GROCERS

OASSQOCI ATI ONOP. O Box 50221

00025 N E. 52nd Street OWAshi ngt on, DC 20091- 0221
P.O Box 18716
&l ahoma City, OK 73154[0Dear Sir or Madam

406/ 525-9419 - 800/ 580- 9400

Fax: 405/525-09620As the President of the Oklahoma G ocers Association, the state-w de trade
OOassoci ati on representi ng supermarkets, conveni ence stores, and their suppliers, | am

JI M HOPPER

President & CEOOwiting to express ny support for the U S Treasury’'s Al cohol and TobaccoTax and
O0Tr ade Bureau proposed rul emaking for flavored malt beverages. (200 1R-1 36P)

BOARD OF DI RECTORS

O0OWe believe the TTB ‘s action is an inportant clarification of federal alcoho

CHVR MAN

KARL W LLEYObeverage categories established to maintain an orderly US marketplace. Further, we

Karl’s Apple Markets believe the debate surrounding the proposed standard poses inportant issues for the
Cai dwel |, KSOstability of the retail |icensing systemand the overall marketplace.

CHAI RVAN- ELECT

DANNY BOYLE

Count r yBoy/ Honet own Market W th our support for the proposed 0.5% standard, we are joining The Beer OOlnstitute,
M dwest City the National Beer Whol esal ers Associ ation, and major small brewer associations,

TREASURERJanong many ot hers, because this standard is the nost efficient neans to address

STEVE JAMES[Irecent concerns by both federal and state officials. If adopted, the standard wl|l

Jack Giffith's Gas UpOmaintain an orderly marketplace, neet consuner expectations for OOOOOconsi stent
Stillwater

PAST CHAI RMANOpr oducts, and hel p sustain the |ong-term devel opnent of the product category. In

KI M ESKEW]addi ti on, these reformul ated products will be consistent with state tax, |icense, and

Harp’s Food Stores distribution |aws all owi ng whol esalers and retailers to continue to distribute, sell and
Springdal e, ARO market flavored malt beverages as they do today.

DI RECTORS
STEVE ARNOLDOHowever, absent a national standard rooted in existing |law and regul ati on,
Associ at ed Whol esal e Grocers, OKC manufacturers, retailers, and wholesalers will face a potential for a OOOOpat chwork

of I IOOOUO0OUOOOOOOODOOOooooobobDbobbbbbbOOOooooooooiiiiiiiiiCoOOOODODDOoDooLDbDbDLDbDbbDObOOOo0oo0ooooooogUgaae

TED BARLOWSLII ndi vi dual state | aws and regul ati ons where the same product may ultimtely be sold
H | and Dairy, Norman as a “beer” in one state and as a “distilled spirits” in another



RAY BECERRA

Mega Supply, Ckla. CityOFinally, while there are sone who have concerns regarding the ability of

OOmanuf acturers to produce FMB products in accordance with the new proposal, as

HANK BI NKOASKI [Dyou may know, brewers have al ready denonstrated the expertise and techni cal

Buy For Less, kla. G tyOability to brew these products under the new federal standard. The FMB products
BOB EDGMONOt hat | ook and taste the same will be available to wholesalers and retailers in all states
Euf aul a Food Market, Eufaulalwith no interruption and no discernable taste differences for consuners.
MARK FORMBY

For mby Foods, Inc., PawhuskalThank you for this opportunity for our association to offer our support for
BRI AN HONELOcurrent TTB proposed rul emaking for flavored malt beverages.

Foodwor | d Di scount, Tul sa

John KAPLANOOSI ncerely,

Fl em ng, Tul sa

JIM M LLS

Snyder’ s, Edi nond

O000Ji m Hopper

Bl LL STARR

United Supermarkets, Altus[President & CEO
M KE THORNERUGHONT ko

QUi kTrip, Inc., Tulsa

JEFF W LLI AVS
Wenjest Corp., kla. City
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